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Response to Office Action dated October 24, 2005 

Amendment to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A locking mechanism for an enclosure, the 
enclosure having a door and a housing, the locking mechanism comprising: 

a drive mechanism for moving the locking mechanism between 
locked and unlocked positions; 

a first plate engaged with the drive mechanism for selectively 
engaging the door with the housing; 

a second plate engaged with the drive mechanism; 

a rod mounted to the door, wherein an aperture is formed in one 
of the first and second plates to slidablv receive the rod; and 

a tumbler stack associated with the second plate for selectively 
allowing the second plate to move to the unlocked position, wherein 
the first and second plates are slidingly coupled to one another, 
wherein one of the first and second plates has a slot defined therein, 
and the other plate has a guide piece mounted thereon that is slidingly 
received in the slot, wherein the slot is positioned at an angle relative 
to the aperture, and w herein the movement of one of the plates causes 
movement of the other plate irrespective of the connection of the first 
and second plates to the drive mechanism. 
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2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Currently amended) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 
[[2]] 1, wherein the guide piece is a pin. 

4. (Cancelled). 

5. (Currently amended) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 
[[4]] 1, wherein the slot is positioned at an angle of about 45 degrees relative to the 
aperture. 

6. (Currently amended) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 
[[2]] 1, wherein the slot is defined in the first plate and the guide piece is mounted to 
the second plate. 

7. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 1 , wherein a 
handle is coupled with the drive mechanism. 
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8. (Currently amended) The locking m e chanism as rec i ted i n c l aim 
1 . wh e r ei n A locking mechanism for an enclosure, the enclosure having a door and a 
housing, the locking mechanism comprising: 

a drive mechanism for moving the locking mechanism between 
locked and unlocked positions, the drive mechanism includes first and 
second gears; 

a first plate engaged with the drive mechanism for selectively 
engaging the door with the housing; 

a second plate engaged with the drive mechanism , wherein the 
first gear is coupled with the first plate and the second gear is coupled 
with the second plate ; and 

a tumbler stack associated with the second plate for selectively 
allowing the second plate to move to the unlocked position, wherein 
the first and second plates are slidinglv coupled to one another, 
wherein the movement of one of the plates causes movement of the 
other plate irrespective of the connection of the first and second plates 
to the drive mechanism. 

9. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 8, wherein the 
drive mechanism includes a third gear that is coupled with a third plate, wherein the 
second and third locking plates are each coupled with at least one locking pin for 
selectively engaging the door with the housing. 
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10. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 1 , wherein 
the first plate is coupled with at least one locking pin for selectively engaging the 
door with the housing. 



1 1 . (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 1 , further 
comprising a tail piece coupled with the second plate and being associated with the 
tumbler stack to selectively allow the second plate to move to the unlocked position. 

12. (Currently amended) The l ooking mochan i sm as rooitod i n c l a i m 
44 A locking mechanism for an enclosure, the enclosure having a door and a 
housing, the locking mechanism comprising: 

a drive mechanism for moving the locking mechanism between 
locked and unlocked positions: 

a first plate engaged with the drive mechanism for selectively 
engaging the door with the housing: 

a second plate engaged with the drive mechanism: 

a tumbler stack associated with the second plate for selectively 
allowing the second plate to move to the unlocked position: and 

a tail piece coupled with the second plate and being associated 
with the tumbler stack to selectively allow the second plate to move to 
the unlocked position , wherein the tail piece includes an extension 
plate and an engagement flange , wherein the first and second plates 
are slidinglv coupled to one another, wherein the movement of one of 
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the plates causes movement of the other plate irrespective of the 
connection of the first and second plates to the drive mechanism . 

13. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 1, wherein 
the tumbler stack is coupled with a combination lock. 

14. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 1 , wherein 
the tumbler stack is coupled with a keyed lock. 

15. (Currently amended) A locking mechanism for an enclosure, the 
enclosure having a door and a housing, the locking mechanism comprising: 

a drive mechanism for moving the locking mechanism between 
locked and unlocked positions; 

a live bolt lock plate engaged with the drive mechanism and 
having a slot defined therein; 

a primary lock plate engaged with the drive mechanism and 
having a guide pin mounted thereon, wherein said guide pin is slidingly 
positioned within the slot; 

a rod mounted to the door; and 

a tumbler stack associated with the primary lock plate for 
selectively allowing the primary locking plate to be moved to the 
unlocked position , wherein an aperture is formed in one of the live bolt 
lock plate and the primary lock plate, wherein the aperture is sized to 
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slidablv receive the rod, and wherein the slot is positioned at an angle 
relative to the aperture . 

16. (Cancelled). 

17. (Currently amended) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 
[[16]] 15, wherein the slot is positioned at an angle of about 45 degrees relative to 
the aperture. 

1 8. (Currently amended) The l ocking moohan i sm ao roc i tod i n c l a i m 
45 A locking mechanism for an enclosure, the enclosure having a door and a 
housing, the locking mechanism comprising: 

a drive mechanism for moving the locking mechanism between 
locked and unlocked positions , wherein the drive mechanism includes 
first and second gears; 

a live bolt lock plate engaged with the drive mechanism and 
having a slot defined therein; 

a primary lock plate engaged with the drive mechanism and 
having a guide pin mounted thereon, wherein said guide pin is slidinglv 
positioned within the slot , wherein the first gear is coupled with the live 
bolt lock plate and the second gear is coupled with the primary lock 
plate ; and 
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a tumbler stack associated with the primary lock plate for 
selectively allowing the primary locking plate to be moved to the 
unlocked position , 

19. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 18, wherein 
the drive mechanism includes a third gear that is coupled with a secondary lock 
plate, wherein the primary and secondary lock plate are each coupled with at least 
one locking pin for selectively engaging the door with the housing. 

20. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 15, wherein 
the live bolt lock plate is coupled with at least one locking pin for selectively 
engaging the door with the housing. 

21. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 15, furthering 
comprising a tail piece coupled with the primary lock plate and associated with the 
tumbler stack to selectively allow the primary lock plate to move to the unlocked 
position. 
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22. (Currently amended) Tho l ock i ng mechanism as recited in c l a i m 
OA- A locking mechanism for an enclosure, the enclosure having a door and a 
housing, the locking mechanism comprising: 

a drive mechanism for moving the locking mechanism between 
locked and unlocked positions; 

a live bolt lock plate engaged with the drive mechanism and 
having a slot defined therein; 

a primary lock plate engaged with the drive mechanism and 
having a guide pin mounted thereon, wherein said guide pin is slidinglv 
positioned within the slot; 

a tumbler stack associated with the primary lock plate for 
selectively allowing the primary locking plate to be moved to the 
unlocked position; and 

a tail piece coupled with the primary lock plate and associated 
with the tumbler stack to selectively allow the primary lock plate to 
move to the unlocked position , wherein the tail piece includes an 
extension plate and an engagement flange. 

23. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 15, wherein 
the tumbler stack is coupled with a combination lock. 

24. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 15, wherein 
the tumbler stack is coupled with a keyed lock. 
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25. (Original) A locking mechanism for a safe, the safe having a door 
and a housing, the locking mechanism comprising: 

a drive mechanism for moving the locking mechanism between 
locked and unlocked positions, the drive mechanism having first and 
second gears; 

a live bolt lock plate engaged with the first gear of the drive 
mechanism and having at least one locking pin mounted thereto for 
selectively engaging the door and the housing, the live bolt lock plate 
having a slot defined therein; 

a primary lock plate engaged with the second gear of the drive 
mechanism, the primary lock plate having a guide pin mounted 
thereon, wherein said guide pin is slidingly positioned within the slot; 

a tail piece having an extension plate and an engagement 
flange, the extension plate coupled with the primary lock plate, the 
engagement flange coupled with the extension plate; and 

a tumbler stack associated with the engagement flange for 
selectively allowing the primary locking plate to be moved to the 
unlocked position, wherein the live bolt lock plate and the primary lock 
plate are slidingly coupled to one another, wherein the movement of 
one of the plates causes movement of the other plate irrespective of 
the connection of the live bolt lock plate and the primary lock plate to 
the drive mechanism. 
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26. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 25, further 
comprising a rod mounted to the door, wherein an aperture is formed in one of the 
live bolt lock plate and the primary lock plate, wherein the aperture is sized to 
slidably receive the rod, and wherein the slot is positioned at an angle relative to the 
aperture. 

27. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 26, wherein 
the slot is positioned at an angle of about 45 degrees relative to the aperture. 

28. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 25, wherein 
the drive mechanism includes a third gear that is coupled with a secondary lock 
plate, wherein the primary and secondary lock plate are each coupled with at least 
one locking pin for selectively engaging the door with the housing. 

29. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 25, wherein 
the tumbler stack is coupled with a combination lock. 

30. (Original) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 25, wherein 
the tumbler stack is coupled with a keyed lock. 
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31 . (New) A locking mechanism for an enclosure, the enclosure 
having a door and a housing, the locking mechanism comprising: 

a drive mechanism for moving the locking mechanism between 
locked and unlocked positions; 

a first plate engaged with the drive mechanism for selectively 
engaging the door with the housing; 

a second plate engaged with the drive mechanism; 

a rod mounted to the door, wherein an aperture is formed in one 
of the first and second plates to slidably receive the rod; and 

a lock associated with the second plate for selectively allowing 
the second plate to move to the unlocked position, wherein the first 
and second plates are slidingly coupled to one another, wherein one of 
the first and second plates has a slot defined therein, and the other 
plate has a guide piece mounted thereon that is slidingly received in 
the slot, wherein the slot is positioned at an angle relative to the 
aperture, and wherein the movement of one of the first and second 
plates causes movement of the other plate irrespective of the 
connection of the first and second plates to the drive mechanism. 

32. (New) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 31 , wherein the 
lock is a tumbler stack. 
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33. (New) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 31 , wherein the 
aperture is a first aperture formed in the first plate, further comprising a second 
aperture formed in the second plate, wherein the rod is slidably received in the first 
and second apertures. 

34. (New) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 33, wherein the 
first aperture is positioned perpendicular to the second aperture. 

35. (New) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 31 , wherein the 
slot is positioned at an angle of about 45 degrees relative to the aperture. 

36. (New) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 31 , wherein the 
drive mechanism includes first and second gears, wherein the first gear is coupled 
with the first plate and the second gear is coupled with the second plate. 

37. (New) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
aperture is a first aperture formed in the first plate, further comprising a second 
aperture formed in the second plate, wherein the rod is slidably received in the first 
and second apertures. 

38. (New) The locking mechanism as recited in claim 15, wherein the 
aperture is a first aperture formed in the live bolt lock plate, further comprising a 
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second aperture formed in the primary lock plate, wherein the rod is slidably 
received in the first and second apertures. 
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